VIII

VICKSBURG
1863

WHEN the autumn of 1862 was well advanced, Mrs.
Sherman and the children came to Memphis for a visit.
About the middle of November Sherman was sum-
moned to a meeting with Grant in Columbus, Ken-
tucky, where they discussed the first movement towards
the taking of Vicksburg. In December Sherman set
out upon an unavailing attempt to capture the strong-
hold in co-operation with Admiral Porter. This failure
was followed immediately by the success at Arkansas
Post, one of the early moves in the deadly game of
wresting Vicksburg from the Confederate army. To
this purpose a little more than the first six months of
1863 was devoted. It was a period of constant struggle,
not only with the enemy, but with the great ally of
whichever side could control it, the Mississippi River.
The final overthrow of Vicksburg was for Sherman, as
we shall see, "the first gleam of daylight in this war,11
It marked a definite period of Sherman's own develop-
ment, and with the letter written on the day after the
capitulation, the present chapter will end*
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